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Come, Let us Adore Him!

As the song goes, I want to wish you a Merry 

Christmas, from the bottom of my heart.  

Really I do.  But first, I am very aware, in my 

conversations with so many of you, of other 

pressing concerns.  So, let’s name them, and 

the only remedy to them that I know.   

 

Great fear 

Over a year ago I preached a sermon called 

The Great Unravelling based on a New York 

Times column by the same name.  A little 

known faction called ISIS had just begun 

wreaking terror on the Middle East, and our 

sisters and brothers in Christ in particular.  

As I write things seem to continue unravelling 

in parts of our world.  In just the past month 

ISIS alone has killed or wounded over 1,000 

people, on airplanes and in places like Paris, 

and Nigeria, and Cameroon, and Lebanon, 

and Baghdad, and on, and on, and on. 

 

Great Stress  

And here at home we are now, I think, fully 

living into what is called the New Normal, the 

long-lasting effect the Great Recession has 

had on our lives.  It has been something, but 

not quite, like normal for folks at the top, but 

clearly not so for those below.   From time to 

time we post articles on our St. Martin’s by-

the-Lake Facebook page, one in particular has 

had the most views of any so far.  Called 

Stressed, Tired, Rushed: A Portrait of the Modern 

Family, it has clearly resonated with many.   

 As your Rector I hear both the con-

cerns you share about the world situation, as 

well as the sense of exhaustion that many of 

our families are facing.  And they have the 

potential to be amped and ramped up exponen-

tially during the Holiday season.  Let me, then,  

suggest the only real relief that I know for our 

fears and for the relentless and intense pres-

sures of the approaching season.   

 

Great Relief 

What we need more than anything is to hope 

again: to listen through the busyness to the 

message of angels, to re-discover in the face of 

our fears good tidings of deep inner joy, and 

that our families, communities and even the na-

tions will amidst the unravelling find true Peace 

on Earth, and Goodwill to all who have the 

sheer audacity to believe. 

 So, we will begin this season as we do 

each Advent in as counter-cultural a way as 

possible.  We will begin in the quiet, and in the 

stillness, in this place of prayer, waiting on that 

for which our souls long. Our hearts will learn 

to listen again, to the prophet’s call to prepare 

the way.  We will hope anew, that Joy really is 

about to dawn.  Our spirits will rejoice again in 

the God who changes our lives.   

 All that I have been describing, the still-

ness, the listening, the hoping, and the rejoicing 

are acts of worshipful adoration.  On Christmas  

we will go again, each of us just as we are, even 

unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is 

come to pass.  Those of us who have much faith 

and those who would like to have more; those 

who have been here often and those who have 

not been here for a long time; those who have 

tried to follow Jesus and those who have failed.  

All of us, faithful, will Come.  So, I invite you to: 

 

Come, let us adore him, come, let us adore him, 

come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.   
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Come, Let Us Adore Him: 

The Services of Advent  

& Christmas at St. Martin’s. 

The Services of Advent 

Nov. 29th Advent I:    

 Come, Let Us Be Still 

Dec. 6th Advent II:   

 Come, Let Us Listen 

Dec. 13th Advent III:  

 Come, Let Us Hope  

Dec. 20th Advent IV:  

 Come, Let Us Rejoice & the 

 Christmas Pageant 

Celebrate with us on Sunday, Decem-

ber 20th as we present the Christmas 

Story during the 10:30 a.m. service with 

luncheon reception afterward. 

 

The Services of Christmas 

10:30 a.m. Traditional Service  

Traditional Language Service, with Or-

gan and Carols.  

4:00 p.m. Family Service  

Family Christmas Eve Worship Ser-

vice. During our Family Christmas Eve 

service, we will be collecting items for 

those in in need. Please bring baby 

items (bottles, receiving blankets, for-

mula) canned food, mittens (all ages). 

Choral Eucharist Service  

9:30 p.m. Festival of Carols  

10:00 p.m. Choral Eucharist  

With Choir and sung liturgy.  

 

Christmas Day Service  

10:30 a.m. The Rev. Dave Mowers 

will preach and celebrate. Traditional 

Worship, with Organ and Carols.  

 

Lessons & Carols 

Sun. December 27th 10:30 a.m.  

The reading of the nine scripture les-

sons of Christmas with Carols.  

 

    ...Your faith, your family, your values!  

       The Spirit of  Advent & Christmas past at St. Martin’s by the Lake.     

worship and in our lives, un-

til Advent IV (Dec. 20th). 

Then, Bam! The Church will 

be “greened” in true Angli-

can tradition, and fully deco-

rated for Christmas. The 

whole community, and all 

ages, is invited for a Green-

ing of the Church Potluck 

and Party on Sunday, Dec. 

20th following the 10:30 a.m. 

service. First we eat, then we 

decorate (all decorations 

supplied!). Carols will be 

play, cider will be mulled, and 

fun will be had by all. (For 

the Potluck: A-I: Salads; J-R: 

Side Dishes; S-Z: Desserts. 

Hot Cider provided!) 

 

Grow our Faith 

SPLASH Zone  

Children’s & Navigate 

Youth Ministries  

Christmas Wish  

 It is the wish of the Ministry 

of Children, Youth and Fami-

lies that you have a wonder-

ful season.  

Beginning Advent 1 on 

Sunday, November 29th, 

you will be able to start your 

holiday by making an Advent 

Wreath.  On Sunday, De-

cember13th, join our 

youth as we serve First Na-

tions Kitchen.  Celebrate 

with us on Sunday, Decem-

ber 20th as we present the 

Christmas Story during the 

10:30 a.m. service with lunch-

eon reception afterward.  And 

help us make others wishes 

come true by donating baby 

items (wipes, diapers, bottles, 

receiving blankets, etc.) for 

our ingathering at the 4 p.m. 

Family Christmas Eve ser-

vice. 

  

Thank you for helping us with 

our list by engaging in the sea-

son through these events.  

Peace in Christ –  Martha Ma-

son, Coordinator for Children 

and Family Ministries, Gretch-

en Nord, Artistic Director, 

SPLASH Zone Arts MerLynne 

Byrne, Interim Minister of 

Youth and Families 

 

World-Renowned New 

Testament Scholar at the 

Dec. 6th Adult Forum 

Have you ever gotten frustrat-

ed reading the Bible? Perhaps 

you've found it boring. Maybe 

you've never tried it, but it's 

too embarrassing to talk 

about. If any of these are you, 

please join us for Adult Forum 

on December 6th. Dr. Amy 

Anderson, Professor of New 

  Anchor Here... 

Testament at North Central 

University, will be joining us 

to help us better understand 

the Gospel of John. Dr An-

derson is a world-renowned 

expert in the field of textual 

criticism, the study of how 

manuscripts of the New Tes-

tament were copied prior to 

the invention of the printing 

press. She will clarify why 

John's gospel was written, to 

whom it was written, as well 

as why that matters for us 

reading John's gospel today. 

We look forward to an invig-

orating conversation. 

 

Love Our World 

WeCAN Adopt-A-Family 

Giving Tree 

A St. Martin’s tradition! Share 

the holiday spirit with those 

in need. Choose an ornament 

from the Giving Tree located 

in the Foyer starting Nov. 

22nd until Dec. 6th. Purchase 

the gift listed on the orna-

ment and return item to 

church unwrapped with orna-

ment attached. All gifts are 

due back to church by Sun-

day, Dec. 13th. Too busy to 

shop? Give a donation and 

we’ll shop for you, make  

check out to St. Martin’s not-

ing “Faith in Action - Adopt-

A-Family” in memo.  

Worship Our God 

Christmas Eve Festival of 

Carols 

St. Martin's by-the-Lake, is 

beginning its preparations for 

the Advent and Christmas 

Season. Our Christmas Festi-

val Choir will begin it's re-

hearsals after worship on the 

29th with a light lunch at 11:30 

- sandwiches and treats pro-

vided. We're preparing for our 

Christmas Eve Festival of Car-

ols to include classics like John 

Gardner's ‘Tomorrow Shall Be 

my Dancing Day’ and other 

well-known tunes for the sea-

son. Come gain a deeper un-

derstanding of Christ in song 

this year! 

  

Worship Arts Refresher 

Members of the Altar Guild 

and our Layreaders are invited 

to join with the Acolytes for a 

Refresher and Training on 

Sunday, December 6th imme-

diately following the 10:30 a.m. 

service. Lunch will be 

served.  We will conclude by 

1:30 p.m. 

 

Greening of the Church: A 

Community Event!  

Advent is a season of waiting 

for the celebration of Jesus’ 

birth at Christmas, both in our 

  title 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Martin’s People 
Who are you? 

We are Jay and Gretchen Nord, and our 

daughters Sophia and Emily. 

  

Where do you live? 

We have lived in Minnetrista for close to 30 

years.  Sophia is at UW Milwaukee (Dance 

Major), and Emily is at UW Stout (Retail Man-

agement Major). 

 

What helped you ‘Anchor’ here? 

 St. Martin's has been an important anchor for 

our family - our kids grew up here, valued 

friends are here, and over the years we have 

both served, and been served by, St. Mar-

tin's.  The community of St. Martin's is family 

to us.  We have both served on the vestry, 

we sing in the choir, Gretchen is currently on 

Staff as a coordinator of the Children's 

SPLASH Zone Arts productions. 

  

What do you do outside of St. Martin’s? 

Gretchen is a teacher at St. Therese Catholic 

School in Deephaven, Jay is self employed in 

real estate and as a general contractor.  We 
have shared passions for great food, travel, 

yoga, family, and various volunteer avocations. 

  

What’s best about St. Martin’s? 

St. Martin’s is an intimate place and the way 

we worship fits our taste and spiritual  tem-

perament.  St. Martin's challenges us, makes us 

think, and gets us to work.  It is said that 

"Faith without works is dead".  St. Martin's 

keeps our faith alive.  

St. Martin’s by the Lake Episcopal 

Church to conduct a Feasibility 

Study - We Need to Hear From 

YOU! 

 

Your Parish leadership has been work-

ing on a vision for St. Martin’s by the 

Lake’s future. One of the first steps is 

to conduct a feasibility study, which 

will assess our capability to move for-

ward with a capital campaign to update 

and enhance our facilities as well as 

grow areas that need funding. Mark 

Davy & Associates, a firm with twenty-

five years of experience working with 

churches, has been hired to conduct 

the study.  The feasibility study will 

take place in the next few weeks and 

focus on the following areas:  

 

 

 

1)The awareness and importance 

 of this vision 

2)St. Martin’s by the Lake’s  

 strengths 

3)Areas of concerns that may affect 

 a capital campaign 

4)Communication preferences of 

 parishioners 

5)The level of potential volunteers 

 to conduct a  campaign 

6)Financial support available 

 We have invited all households to 

participate through an in-person inter-

view or by completing a survey.  If you 

were are asked to fill out a survey, but 

would like to take part in a personal 

interview, please contact Mark Davy & 

Associates at (952) 929-0444 or  

info@markdavyassociates.com.  

mailto:info@markdavyassociates.com

